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added, " an Englishman need not come to New
York to get that impression." " No/' I replied,
" but I have never got it so intensely anywhere else/'

The impression of human mass production is
deepened by the painted faces of the women.
There is doubtless a reason for this fashion in the
fact that the beauty of woman has a short life in
New York. It is a flower that grows abundantly
and withers soon. But the effect of restoring it
in this manner is to bring it down from the high
estate of the Creator's masterpiece to the level of
the artificial flowers in Woolworth's shop-
windows. Whether the fashion is to be reckoned
among the luxuries or the necessaries of life I
must leave to be answered by those who under-
stand the distinction better than I do. I have
only to record the feeling, often left by my side-
walk excursions, that I have been moving in a
world largely peopled with dolls; and I observe
that " well dolled " and " dolled up " have now
become common terms in these latitudes for
describing a phenomenon for which " well
dressed" would have sufficed in a simpler age.
This, I think, is somewhat of an offset to the
conspicuously high status of women in the
United States. As seen on the sidewalks they
suggest mass production.

Your New York is certainly a great leveller.
But in which direction ? The same statement
may be made and the same question asked in
every American city.